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ThE OLD RELIGION+; WITCHCRAFT ; A 3HEW WORLD FAITH 


THE OLD RELIGION, commonly called Witchcraft (Cra ft of the Wise) is both the o1d- 

est and the- newest world faith. Covens, communes, groups, assSociations are sSpring- 
1ng up a I] over the world. Some attribut e this-to the failures of Judeo-Christian- 
1ty. Others a re turn to the irrational. Another view 1s that millions of "old souls" 
have been reincarnated and are claiming their spiritual heritage. Since most witches 
claim a belief in Karma and Reincarnation how can they at the same time discount this 
theory? UWhat happened to the millions of Souls who were burned or murdered as wit - 
ches or in the name of witchcraft? Since Karma is based on JUSTICE where and what 
1s theirs? Those who claim the old Gods and Goddesses as their Spiritual antece - 
dents Should remember that they were NOT WORSHIPPED IN SECREET The Temple to Diana 

of Ephesgg was one of the w orld's wonders. As were $0 many others. Once again 
these te mples to the Old Gods and Goddesses are being resurrected. Many Crafters 

of various traditions are obtaining RELIGIOUS CHURCH CHARTERS wiyh the word WICCA 
inscribed. This 1s an excellent idea if any of you plan to "qo public.”  First and 
foremost always remember that this is a RELIGION but unlike others it is not struc - 
tured, there 1s no hierachy, no dogma binding on all. You have the right to worship 
in Secret or to worship publicly....but do WORSHIP. You also hage Constitutlional 
guarantees of freedom to worship in your own way. But freedom and "peace" (apathy, 
Silence, cowardice) are contradictions in terms. BREEDOM IS A CONTINUOUS FIGHT. 


QUESTION: I've read all of those books on QUESTION: Is a Witch and a Pagan the 
witchcraft. But none of the rites and spells Same thing? ANSWER:Strictly Speaking. 
have w orked for me. Could there be a miss- No. Paganism 1s an umbrella term that 
1ng ingredient? ANSWER: Yes, there was un - includes witchcraft but a Pagan 1s not 
doubtedly ONE missing ingredient: THE GODDESS! necessarily a witch. A witch 1s always 
QUESTION: Is a witch made or born? ANSWER: a pagan. Paganism has enabted many to 
That depends on who you are talking to. Many participate in worship and rites denied 
European traditions say : A witch 1s born, to Craft Seekers by Iinsular covens. In 
not made, Others, mostly the newer groups, this they ar e very important in the OLD 
Say: A witch is made, not born. My own Sici- RELIGION revival the world over QUES - 
I1an tradition require both being born into TION: Do you ever lecture on Craft? A: 
a family of sStrege and then if qualified be- Mostly in N.Y. & environs. See back pg. 
ing initiated after intensive training. this isSSue, VILLANOVA UNIVERSITY lecture. 


TAROT DECK OF CARDS: The original, authprized edition of the Tarot des igned by Pamela 
Colman Smith for Arthur Edward Waite. Printed in f ull color in Switzerland. Perfect 
matching companion for Dr. M's UNDERSTANDING THE TAROT. Only $5.25 from WICA. 

Copyrnaght 1972 by Dr. Leo Louts Martetkto 
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*BOOK REVIEWS" 


THE NEW PAGANS, Hans Holzer,Double- 
day, NY, *7/2, 197 pgs;$5.95. Dust- 
Jacket art by Fr ederick Adams of 
Feraferia to whom Holzer devotes 52 
pages, Chapter "Isis & Ishtar: The 
Comeback Of Ancient Cults” detailing 
their beliefs, practices,ninitiation 
rite Holzer underwent. In "The Heirs 
of Wicca®” he devotes nearly 3 pages 
to Dr, M. & WICA, listing our address 
Hazel doesn't fare too well (with 
whom I*m no longer associated, but as 
us ual "along for the ride.") 


Some familiar names ment1ioned are Þr. 
Herbert Sloane, Anton LaVey, Rita Nor 
ling,Alex Sanders, Donna Cole &Herman 
Enderle (Gardnerian, Chicago), . and 

this Surpr 1ising statement "Mary Nes 
nick 1s currently leading a small co- 
ven of Gardnerian witches.”! Bottom 
pq. 29 Holzer says *'Y ou can't become 
a witch by prozy.” Then top of pq. 30 
he writes "In Los Angeles Fred & Mar- 
tha Adler's coven continues to be ac- 
tive in Spurts” and that "Martha is 

taking a 'postqgraduate' course from 
Sara Cunningham!" (See WICA #14).Ho1- 
ze r des cribes another rite he under 
went at Or der of Temple of Astarte 

(O0.T.A) in Los Angeles, chapter "The 
MaSters Uf Magic.” tina 1 chapter: 


has a m11d "Pagan Manifesto" (compare: 


Same with my "Witch Manifesto" in 
WEIRD WAYS OF WITCHCRAFT. General pu- 
plic will find lots of interest in 
016 book. 


THE NECROMANCERS, EDited by Peter 
Haining, William Morrow & Co; N.Y. 
'72, $5.95. A collection of 30 ar- 
ticles called "The Best of Black 
Magic & Witchcraft® by Rollo Amnged, 
W. B. Yeats, Dennis Wheatley, Crow- 


ley, Montaque Summers, even P. T: 
Barnum. 


The best one "Modern Witch-, 
craft" is by Robert Graves. But 

even that one doesn't redeem this 
book. Book Sounds like a 1972 Christ- 
ian Grimoire. Of interest 1s "The 
Initiation Into Witchcraft” by Mar- 
garet Murray. Books like this per- 
petuate false image of witches and 
continue Christian propaganda. WtÞþ 
understanding or feeling for the 

OLD RELIGION. 
LELEEDEESESESESEESEESRESESSESESESSESESEESSESESESSSSSSSSS: 
WALL STREET & WITCHCRAFT, Max Gun- 
ther, Bernard Geis AsSSoc.,N.Y. 72 
Another popularly slanted book cap- 
italizing on Witchcraft interest, 
hodgepodge of astrologers, psychics,, 
mystics, numerologists Supposedly 
uSI1ng-. their -7g1tTts  to-win: int ne 
Stock market. "By The Dark Of The 
Moon” describes New York witch El1- 
zabeth who uses her Craft for $Suc- 
cessSful investments. Buckland 1s 
quoted briefly. Not much of interest 
to Sincere Crafters. Author obvious- 
ly disinterested in Witchcraft as 

a religion. Nothing new or informa- 
tive in this book for either Craft 
Students or Crafters themselves. lt 

1s NOT about witchcraft as we know ty 
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EVERYDAY WITCHCRAFT, Delphine C. Lyons, Del] 
Purse Book, N.Y. "72, 64 pqs. Chapters on 


Sorcer y Essentials, Love Foods, Love Spells, 


Vengeance Magic, Amulets etc. Author wrote 
to me: "A devout C atholic edited it. She 
rewrote and changed it, either out of stu- 


THE WITCHCRAFT DELUSION IN COLONIAL CONz 
NECTICUT (1647-1697 )hky John M. Taylor, 
Ist pub. 1908, repub. by J.E. Edwaards 
1969. Limited to 1000 signed copies. $5 


SALEM WITCHCRAFT, George M. Beard. Ist 


pidity or malice...sShe 1s abundant in one and 
probably capable of the other.” She also says 
"I put a lot of work into it and though not a 
compendium of profound or esoteric wisdom it 
was reasSonably accurate, a little compilation 
of folkloregmy and I felt, amusing.” Anyway, 
with this understanding from author herself 
you can't go wrong for 256. 


pub. 1882, repub. by J. E. Edwards, '71 
Limited to only 500 copies, $10. Both 
these reprints are excellent for Craft 
Librarians, Researchers, Writers, Hidto- 
rical names, dates, details, trials,de- 
cisions etc.This one delves into the 
psychology of the people res ponsibte 
for the hysteria. Both from WICA. 
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THE PENTAGRAM, Gerard Noel's defunct Witch Newsletter has been reprinted in a LIMITED 
EDITION by permission. 3 isSues: No. 1, Aug. 1964 features Witchcraft REsearch Assoc; 
Welcome letter by Doreen Valiente, Is The Craft Betraying Its Own Heritage?, Books, 


» $ 


La Strega Liquor illustrationag, Press Council Backs Witch, News etc. ND. #2. Nov. 
1964 features Before Gardner. .What?, Fifty at Pentagram- Dinner, letter from Justine 
Glass aSking for material for her new book, The Craft Today by Robert Cochrane, dis- 
dussS1on of fertility, Craft needs, cone of power etc. NO. #3 features (March 1965) 
Ancients & Moderns, Books,,fh witch's "knotty" problem answered, the 5 Pointed Star, 
Past & Futuree Pentagram Trip to Rollright Stones, Looking Back by Diane Treece, 
Useful Tree Spell, poem THE HORNED GOD by Doreen Valiente etc. etc. These oft-quoted 
PENTAGRAM NEWSLETTERS are out of print and fast becoming Collector's itenm. Crafters 
and Students W ho don't have can't cpnsider their libraries complete. This was the 
first witches newsletter available to public. WICA has made the first 3 isSues avail- 
able, while Supply lasts, as a service to our readers. Sold in sets only: 3 issues 
THE PENTAGRAM for $3.00. Order from WICA, 153 West 80, New York, N.Y . 10024 
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WITCHES ENCOUNTER BUREAU. . .WEB. . . WITCHES ENCOUNTER BUREAU. . .WEB. WITCHES ENCOUNTERS 


Nechotas Mencon, Jt. Watter J. Hagen Wa. Peggy E. LaBeKtkta Geonge Patterson 

957 Landen Avenue £04 Ptaza Cowt 5229 HeAhotkt Ave. 1908 Verde Street 

ELazabeth, N.J. 072072 Hot Sprangs, AnR.7I908 Lakewood, Cat. 90712 Bakers j4etd, Cats. 
93304 
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BLACK MAGIC BOOK CORRECTIONS: The printer mixed up twompages badly. Pg. 119: Last word 
4th line ends in HONE ST, a nd this paragraph continues on next pages 6 lines from the 
bottom beginning with "which is more etc." Anton Szandor LaVey interview on page 122 
first ANSWER ending in "as their readers” continues on page 119# under word HONEST .REst 
of the page and next one are the QUESTIONS asked of LaVey and his ANSWERS. There are 
other typographical e rrors but this one the most Serious. Although no: one has as yet 
written to me about this, seeming to have caught the errors themselves, IT did get a let- 
ter from officia 1 of Church Of S atan. Told him T'd correct because OF my own rYeasons 
and integrity. The QUESTIONS & ANSWERS Chapter stands alone and author ed by Dr. M. 


INSIGHT MAGAZINE, - Deric Ja mes, Ed; 118 THE PENTAGRAM MAGAZINE, Gerard Noel, E d. 

Windham Rd; Bournemouthm Hampshiremn EN- 68 Grove End Gardens, London, NW 8,England. 
GLAND, 754 copy; $3 yr. IsSue #19 has many $1.50 co py. This well printed, edited mag. 
interesting arts. on Puck's Palace, The a Spin-pff of his Newsletter of Same title 


Phallic Aura, The Singing Sword, Elements devoted only to Craff. Autumn 1970 i1ssue 
& Their Part In Magic, Numbers In Fkowers, has arts. on "Psychedelics & Religious Ex- 


OSiris & Spa ce man etc. 36 pages. Future perience” by Alan Watts; "Three Idol-Smashers 
1SSues Will contain an article by Dr. M. by Israel Regardie, "The Tree Of Life In 

on Italian-Sicilian Craft, new photo and Shaman Practice" by Wm. G. Gray, "Renewing 

a review of BLACK MAGIC, SATANISM & V00DOO. Ancient British Contacts®” by Gareth Knight, 
You will enjoy this magazine; much of in- "The Way To Sufism"® by Indries Shaw and 
terest. Ed himself initiated witch. "Draw Aside The Vell" by Talie sin. 


CRAFTINGS: THA44 444ue WICA #15 produced by my new IBM SELECTRIC TT typewuter which 
has over 30 di{{erent batts of typeatytes . Machine 44 ned with black keys matching 
decor of my "Witch Room.” With a tt the extra batks came to over $800. Each batt of 
type coats $18 each. This way T'LE be abte to produce much better News tetters & WITCH- 
CRAFT DIGEST MAGAZINE. Hope you {4ke 4t...... WITCHCRAFT DIGEST NO. #2 wikk be out by 
tate A ugust 1972. Wikk be much better than No. #1 with tots of onaganat materaat 

{tom witches betonging to different traditions: Continentat, Gardneraan, Thaditionat efc. 
WETRD WAYS OF WITCHCRAFT going 4nto 2nd edition o$1200, 000 copies. BLACK MAGIC, SATAN- 
ISM £ VOODOO bringing in batches of ma 4k. everyday, quite a few from witches who azh 
that 1 not use their names , but congnatuta ting me for "tetting it take 4t 44." They 
eapeckatty tike the Chapter on "Black & White Mag4c Degtned.” Many LaVey Satan457s 
have ata4o wiitten thanking me for doing an honeat neportordat job and not dumpang LaVey 
4nto the 4ame "bag" as the 4adomabochi4t4c devat worshitppers.. ... I'm workang on a new 
book SEX AND THE SINGLE PSYCHIC: T'd apprectate any newspaper ckappings on Letters 

0X news of occutt gt oups ub4ing 4ex a4 a 4ubstitute for knowtedge, as a part of thaw 
nites, wife awapping ctubs ubang "witchoraſt" as a cover-up, on anything that you 
feet may be pertinent. Att confddences kept. And white on Subje cot of ckitppangs* My 
THANKS to atk ok you who ha ve 40 generoubty contributed them. 
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Witches' Liberation Advocate 
Dispells Popular Black Magic Myths 


Ry Essie Fields 

Dr. Leo Martello, foremost 
advocate of Witches' Liberation, 
spoke before. an assemblage of 
curious listeners in the full- 
filled Day Hop Cafeteria last 
Wednesday night. Afﬀer $some 
brief introductory remarks, he 
opened the floor to questions, 
and for well over an hour he 
answered many thoughtful and 
Some not- s0-thoughttul queries. 


Photo by John Novotny 


Witches boast no affiliation with 
Christian Satan. 


Dr. Martello's insistence that 
the witch cult be considered as 
any other religion, judging from 
the reaction ot the audience, 
came as a blow to a core of 
Iisteners who are intrigued by 
the images evoked by black 
magic, covens, and witches' 
brew. 


Dr. Martello's very aim was 
to dispel these myths and to 


inform the public of the true 
nature of the witch cult, whach 
he proceeded to do quite Suc- 
cessfully. 

Non-Satan 

First he emphasized the fact 
that witches are not in the league 
of the devil. Satan was an in- 
vention of the Christian, and of 
no affiliation with that religion, 
the witches can boast. 

Actually, the witch cult is di- 
rectly descendent of the nature 
religions of the pagan world. 
It is matriarchal, claiming a 
goddess (fertility figure) $u- 
preme. It is far from a prim- 
itive religion -- equivalent to our 
Bible, they have the Book of 
Shadows. An atftterlite is also 
defined. ©'Summerland”” is neith- 


er a heaven or a hell, but com- 
parable perhaps to the wide open 
American frontier of some three 
centuries ago. Witches believe 
in reincarnation; it tollows nicely 
the chain cycle in nature. 

Similar to the Christian tra- 
dition, to become a full-fledged 
member, one must undergo in- 
clation into the religion. The 
witch iniciate is not accepted 
as a layman however. Automat- 
ically he becomes a priest. The 
mode of worship is through the 
coven, a group of no more than 
twelve members, led. by a fe- 
male high priestess. The witches 
gather in a circle and channel 
their psychic energy to raise a 
**cone of power. 

Collective Thought 


Dr. Martello was not quite 


precise in indicating the extent 
or objective- of this *'power of 
collective thought.”” However, he 
was careful to explain that the 
power 1s not used for evil pur- 
poses. **'Do a good deed, it will 
return three-fold; do an evil deed; 
it will return three-fold.” Evi- 
dently witches are quite prag- 
matic and choose not to harm 


themselves by harming others. 
In ai.-ient times, witches lived 


harmoniously with other peoples. 
During the first centuries of 
this era, Christianity was a Sec- 
retive religion. It was highly 
mistrusted by the Romans. When 
Christianity became the domi- 
nant religion, now it mistrusted 
Secrecy. This time the witches 
were a convenient object of mis- 
trust they were a s$mall, 
Secretive, non-proselytizing 
Sect. Probably very gradually 
witches became the universal 
SCcapegoat. 
Tripping 

Dr. Martello traced those 
things commonly associated with 
witches to their origins -- the 
black garb was common among 
peasants (psysanos - pagans) of 
the 9th and 10th centuries; the 
Jack-0-lantern was indeed a 
candle inserted in a pumpkin 
for light; the number 13 derives 


from the 13 month lunar cycle. 
The idea of witches flying on 
broomsticks stems from a tra- 
dition among witches concern- 
ing husbandry -- the higher they 
would jump, the taller their crops 
would grow. A certain hallucino- 


' corruption and perversion) and 


- Superstitions about the witch cult. 
- behiefs a secret. -- 


'tracism would they suffer at pub- 
»11C 


gen which produced the sensation 
of flying was used in certain 
ceremonies -- hence spread of 
the myth that witches fly. 

Well, so0 much for the death 
of myths.. What then is witch- 
craft all about? Dr. Martello 
Seemed to suggest it was no 
more than another religion. He 
believes in a deity; he believes 
in communication with it. He 
recommends an habitual cere- 
mony for meaningful commun- 
ication. Apparently, witches feel 
no animosity towards other re- 
ligions -- all religions are fun- 
damentally the same regardless 
of outer manifestations of great 
difference. 

The witches are not out to 
Seek converts. On the contrary, 
they are a very s$small group 
(to keep the religion pure from 


take converts extremely se- 
lectively. Dr. Martello speaks 
out now primarily to attempt to 
rid- this society of its curious 


Most witches still keep their 
what kind 
'of social /political / economic 0s- 


disclosure'? (Apparently 
witches are found in every-pro- 
fession -- doctors, lawyers, even 
an FBI agent). 

The late 60's and early 70's 
are years of reform; witches fin- 
ally feel the time is ripe to 
come up from underground and 
to resume the exercise of free- 
dom of religion which was denied 
with the coming of Christian 
times. 


March THE VILLANOVAN' 72 | 
Lecture March 1I5,'72 

VILLANOVA UNIVERSITY.Pa. 
(A Catholic University 
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PRESS NEWS: The April 9, 
'/2 NEWS EXPLOITER. a 

tabloid, ran story on Dr 
M. & WICA & our Witch-In 


civil rights fight and 


BOOK 


REVIEW-REVIEW 


OCCULT AMERICA 
by Johm Godwan. 
Doubteday. N.V. 
'72. Authon's - 
own 4uaAvey Of 
VANAOUS occufh 
ghoupd - people 
an U.S. Waute- 
up on Di. M. & 
WICA and photo 
0k Dn. M. wath 
NAA ex-pubtic 
hagh pMAeatess 
taken by author 
hams et. Godwn 
quotes out 0g 
context, and 
under 4eemng 
gua4e 04 objec- 
tave reportang 
taesh to unden- 
mane. Some Of 
the quoted ne- 
marks and ob - 
4A ernvations ane 
funny. Both 
WHaends and ene- 
mies 04 Dn. M. 
WALK enjoy. 


Author Godwan 
0k cowthe does 
NOT me non 
the WITCH - IN 
cavak nights 
cahe though he 


| 4ntervaewed Dn. 
: M 6 took phpos 


Jjuat begone 447 
happened and he 
not onty got 
att the facts 
but had more 
than enough 
tame to 4nctude. 
But 4take many 
repotersttoday 

, way mone 4Anter- 
eated 4n pre- 

| S4ent4ng person- 


victory. Authored by a 
Carole Keyes, part of a 
Series Stressing "danger 


of Witchcraft but this a 
ticle was pretty accurat 


| ea and 
own potnt 

"O&\view Than 4Nn 

rE the. 445ues. 

el Expected! 


